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1.  INTR OD U CTION 
 

1.1 Ex e c u tiv e  Su m m a ry  
 
Dab yne Planning Pty L td has b een engaged b y Perisher B lue Pty L td (Perisher), the operator of 
the Perisher Sk i Resort to prepare a Statement of E nvironmental E ffec ts (SE E ) to ac c ompany a 
Development A pplic ation (DA ) to the N SW Department of Planning and Infrastruc ture (DPI).  
 
T he proposal is to undertake tree and roc k  removal works to allow for b oth the widening and 
re-alignment of the Slopestyle c ourse on Front Valley, Perisher Sk i Resort. 
 
T he c urrent Slopestyle c ourse, loc ated on the southern side of Front Valley (sk ier’s right) and 
to the north of Sturt T -b ar is progressively b ec oming more popular with greater demand for 
improved freestyle terrain fac ilities.  T his is partly attrib uted to b oth Sk ier and Snowb oard 
Slopestyle events (men and women) now b eing O lympic  Sports for the 20 14 Winter O lympic  
G ames in Soc hi, Russia and the need for FIS level fac ilities for A ustralian A thletes.  
 
In rec ognition of the popularity of the Slopestyle c ourse on Front Valley, the resort’s most 
advanc ed freestyle terrain fac ility, Perisher is proposing to widen and re-align the c ourse to 
allow for two distinc t feature lines through the c ourse; a jump line and rail/ b ox line so that 
different levels of freestyle sk iers and snowb oarders c an learn and progress. 
 
T he widening and re-alignment of the Slopestyle c ourse will also allow for the northern edge of 
the c ourse to b e re-loc ated further to the south, to provide a wider sk i run on the southern 
side of the Village E ight Chairlift T owers (sk ier’s right), whic h will also allow for limited sk i rac ing 
events, inc luding Intersc hools to b e undertaken on Front Valley. 
 
T he proposed widening and re-alignment of the c ourse will req uire the removal of forty-one 
(41) trees, two (2) roc k  outc rops and other selec ted roc ks as well as 60 m2 of sub -alpine 
heath, whic h all c urrently form as islands b etween the southern edge of the c urrent c ourse 
and northern edge of the Sturt T -b ar alignment. 
 
T he proposed works will also req uire the reloc ation of the three (3) existing light towers and 
three (3) fan guns to the southern edge of the proposed re-loc ated c ourse with laterals 
proposed to servic e the new fan gun loc ations.  T he existing hut loc ated at the top of the 
c ourse will b e removed and a hut c urrently loc ated at B lue Cow will b e reloc ated to the site and 
situated towards the top of the c ourse. 
 
T he proposal will also inc lude an entranc e feature to the top of the c ourse, whic h will allow for 
c ondition of entry and risk  warning signage to b e attac hed and define the entranc e to the 
c ourse.  
 
T o offset the environmental impac ts assoc iated with the proposed tree and roc k  removal 
works, it is proposed to plant eight-two (82) loc ally propagated Snow G ums whic h will b e 
planted together with sub -alpine heath within an area measuring 30 0 m2  b etween two existing 
native vegetation islands on the southern side of Sturt T -b ar.   
 
T his will provide an offset ratio of 2:1 for the trees and approximately 5:1 for the sub -alpine 
heath, whic h will also improve hab itat c onnec tivity.  
 
A  detailed desc ription of the proposal is provided in Sec tion 3 of the report. 
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T he purpose of this SE E  is to: 
 

§ desc rib e the land to whic h the DA  relates. 
§ desc rib e the form of the proposed works. 

§ define the statutory planning framework within whic h the DA  is to b e assessed and 
determined; and 

§ assess the proposed development against the matters for c onsideration listed under 
Sec tion 79C(1) of the E nvironmental Planning and A ssessment A c t, 1979 (E P& A  A c t, 
1979).

T he report has b een prepared in ac c ordanc e with the req uirements of Sc hedule 1 of the 
E nvironmental Planning and A ssessment Regulations 20 0 0 . 
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2. TH E L OCA L ITY  A ND  TH E SITE 
 

2.1 Th e  L o c a lity  
 
T he proposed works will b e loc ated within the Perisher Valley area of the Perisher Sk i 
Resort. 
 
Perisher Sk i Resort is loc ated within the Perisher Range Resorts, approximately 35kms 
from J indab yne.  A c c ess to the resort is via K osc iuszko Road.  
 
T he loc ation of the resort is illustrated in c ontext with the regional loc ality in Figure 1 b elow:   
 

 
Fig u re  1: L o c a tio n  o f P e ris h e r  Va lle y  in  c o n te x t w ith  th e  R e g io n   

(s o u rc e : P e ris h e r  R a n g e  R e s o rts  M a s te r  P la n ) 

 

2.2 Th e  Site  
 
T he sub jec t site is loc ated within the Front Valley sk i area, whic h forms part of the Perisher 
Sk i Resort and is the resort’s premier b eginner sk i and snowb oard area. 
 
T he sub jec t site is loc ated on the southern side of Front Valley (sk ier’s right) and to the 
north of Sturt T -b ar.   
 
T he loc ation of the sub jec t site in c ontext with the sk i resort, is illustrated b elow in Figure 2. 
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Fig u re  2: P e ris h e r  Sk i Tra il M a p  w ith  th e  s u b je c t s ite  a r e a  h ig h lig h te d  
(So u rc e : P e ris h e r  B lu e  P ty  L td ) 

 
T he c urrent Slopestyle c ourse is largely disturb ed b eing part of the Front Valley sk i area as 
a result of existing resort infrastruc ture inc luding ac c ess trac ks, sk i runs, lifts and 
snowmaking infrastruc ture.   
 
T he area b etween the c urrent Slopestyle c ourse and Sturt T -b ar forms an island of trees 
with assoc iated sub -alpine heath and roc ks with T all A lpine H eath with E uc alypts b eing the 
predominant vegetation c ommunity b etween the large expanses of E xotic  G rasslands. 
 
A n aerial photo of the Front Valley area is provided in Figure 3 with the sub jec t site 
highlighted. 
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Fig u re  3: A e ria l o f th e  s u b je c t s ite  in  c o n te x t w ith  Fro n t Va lle y  

 
T he site extends from approximately 80 m upslope from the b ase of Sturt T -b ar at 1735m 
A H D to an area adjac ent to the top of the Sturt T -b ar at 1810 m A H D and is b ound b y the 
Sturt T -b ar lift to the south and the Village E ight c hairlift to the north as illustrated in Figure 
4 b elow.   

 
Fig u re  4: A e ria l o f th e  s u b je c t s ite  a n d  its  lo c a tio n  

/\ 
N 
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3. D ESCR IP TION OF TH E D EVEL OP M ENT 
 
3.1 P u rp o s e  o f th e  D e v e lo p m e n t 
 
T he proposal is to undertake tree and roc k  removal works to allow for b oth the widening 
and re-alignment of the Slopestyle c ourse on Front Valley, Perisher Sk i Resort. 
 
T he purpose of undertak ing these works is to: 
 

· Widen the c urrent Slopestyle c ourse to allow for two distinc t feature lines providing 
a variety of terrain features in response to inc reasing demand and ac c ommodating 
c ompetitions. 

· Re-align the c ourse further to the south to provide inc reased sk i run width on the 
southern side (sk ier’s right) of the Village E ight c hairlift.  T his will also allow for 
limited sk i rac ing events, inc luding Intersc hools to b e undertaken on Front Valley. 

· Reduc e ob stac les and potential safety hazards. 

· A c hieve improved grooming operations. 
 
T o improve b eginner sk ier terrain on the sk ier’s right side of the Village E ight c hairlift, three 
(3) of the existing snowmaking fan guns and light poles will need to b e reloc ated further to 
south, to the edge of the reloc ated Slopestyle c ourse. 
 
T he existing hut at the top of the c ourse will also b e removed and replac ed with a hut to b e 
reloc ated from B lue Cow to the top of the c ourse. 
 
A n entranc e feature at the top of the c ourse is also proposed, whic h will allow for c ondition 
of entry and risk  warning signage to b e attac hed and define the entranc e to the c ourse.  
 

3.2     Ge n e ra l D e s c rip tio n  
 
Tre e  a n d  R o c k  R e m o v a l W o rk s : 
 
T he proposal inc ludes the removal of forty-one (41) trees ac ross five (5) separate groups 
(islands) from the top of the c ourse to the b ottom, as illustrated in the Site Plan provided in 
A ppendix A  and photos provided in A ppendix B . 
 
T he trees are proposed to b e removed with c hainsaws, with stumps to b e c ut to the 
ground b ut to remain insitu.  T he timb er will b e c ut on site and removed via a H D c arrier or 
6WD truc k  and c arted off the site to the J indab yne T ip.  
 
T he roc k  removal proc ess inc ludes removing two roc k  outc rops and other selec ted roc ks 
and also reduc ing roc ks down to smaller size where they may protrude ab ove the 
snowpac k .   
 
T he roc ks are proposed to b e removed b y way of traditional drill and b last method, with 
b lasting mats used to c ontrol the flyroc k .  Roc k  fragments will b e plac ed in depressions 
downslope of the roc k  islands. 
 
A ny exc ess roc k  fragments will b e transported to the Smiggin H oles stoc kpile site.  
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R e -lo c a te  Sn o w m a k in g  Fa n  Gu n s  a n d  L ig h t To w e rs  
 
T he three (3) existing fan guns, c onc rete pits and three (3) light poles loc ated on the 
southern edge of the c urrent Slopestyle c ourse are proposed to b e removed and reloc ated 
to the southern edge of the widened Slopestyle c ourse as shown in the Site Plan provided 
in A ppendix A  and photos in A ppendix B . 
 
L aterals from the existing fan gun loc ations to the new loc ations will b e installed and will 
inc lude a water pipe (50 mm in diameter), air pipe (50 mm in diameter), E lec tric ity, optic al 
fib re and data c ab les. 
 
T he disturb anc e width c orridor req uired for the trenc hing of the laterals is 4.5m.   
 
A  photo of one of the snowmaking fan guns and light poles (F1) to b e removed and 
reloc ated is provided b elow in Figure 5. 
 

 
Fig u re  5: Ex is tin g  fa n  g u n  a n d  lig h t p o le  (F1) to  b e  re m o v e d  a n d  re lo c a te d   
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Photos of the new loc ation for the fan guns and light poles (F1 – F3) are provided in 
A ppendix B .  
 
R e m o v e  Ex is tin g  H u t a n d  R e -lo c a te  to  th e  to p  o f th e  c o u rs e  
 
T he existing hut loc ated at the top of the c ourse, shown in Figure 6 b elow, will b e removed 
from the site. 
 
A n existing hut (see Figure 7 b elow), c urrently loc ated at B lue Cow will b e transported to 
the site and erec ted on footings.  T he hut is 3.26m x 2.66m in size and will b e loc ated at 
the top of the c ourse, req uiring a small area of heath disturb anc e. 
 
A  small trenc h to the hut for elec tric ity and data c ab les (0 .3m x 0 .6m) will b e req uired to 
b e installed to the top of the Village E ight c hairlift. T his trenc h will b e loc ated through the 
highly disturb ed Front Valley area.  
 

 
Fig u re  6: Ex is tin g  h u t to  b e  r e m o v e d  

 
Fig u re  7: Ex is tin g  h u t a t B lu e  Co w  to  b e  re lo c a te d  to  

th e  to p  o f th e  c o u rs e  
En tra n c e  Fe a tu re : 
 
A n entranc e feature is proposed at the top of the Slopestyle c ourse, adjac ent to the unload 
area at top of the Sturt T -b ar.   
 
T he entranc e feature will define the entry to the c ourse and allow for c ondition of entry and 
risk  warning signage to b e erec ted.  T he feature will b e 8m wide b y 8m tall and loc ated 
within a highly disturb ed area as show in the Site Plan provided in A ppendix A . 
 
A n example of an entranc e feature at N orthstar Sk i Resort, U SA  is provided in Figure 8 
b elow: 
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Fig u re  8 : A n  e x a m p le  o f a n  e n tra n c e  fe a tu re  to  a  Slo p e s y le  c o u rs e  a t No rth s ta r  Sk i R e s o rt, U SA  

3.3 Co n s tru c tio n  Tim in g  
 
T he proposed c onstruc tion timing of the projec t has b een sc heduled to start in early 
M arc h 20 13 and b e c ompleted b y the end of M arc h 20 13.   
 

3.4 A c c e s s  &  M a c h in e ry  
 
A c c ess to the site c an b e ac hieved via the existing ac c ess road at the b ase of the Perisher 
Q uad E xpress Chairlift or via the vehic le trac k  ac ross Front Valley from Pump Station 4, and 
then travel up or down the disturb ed sk i slopes on Front Valley.   
 
T he mac hinery proposed to b e used will inc lude a 22 tonne exc avator plus the use of H D 
c arriers, plus 4WD and 6WD vehic les where req uired.   
 

3.5 R e h a b ilita tio n  W o rk s  
 
A s doc umented in the SE M P provided in A ppendix D, revegetation of all disturb ed areas will 
b e undertaken immediately following c ompletion of works to provide stab ilisation of c leared 
areas prior to winter.  
 
T his proc ess will inc lude preparing the soil and reseeding with a 50 :50  mix of native Poa 
seed and Chewings fesc ue seed to ensure rapid growth of vegetation for adeq uate 
stab ilisation.  M ulc hing of exposed areas will b e undertaken following seeding with weed 
free straw and sprayed anionic  emulsion.   
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4. K EY  M A TTER S FOR  CONSID ER A TION 
 

4.1 Fa u n a  a n d  Flo ra   
 
A  fauna and flora investigation and assessment of the sub jec t site was undertaken to 
assess the b iologic al environment and the potential effec ts on threatened and migratory 
spec ies, endangered populations and ec ologic al c ommunities of the proposal. 
 
T his assessment was undertaken b y Ryan Smithers, Senior E c ologist with E c o L ogic al 
A ustralia and inc luded fieldwork  undertaken in N ovemb er 20 12.   
 
T he ob jec tives of the investigation undertaken were: 

§ to identify and desc rib e the flora spec ies and vegetation c ommunities present in the 
study area and their c onservation signific anc e;  

§ to identify and desc rib e the fauna hab itats present in the study area and their 
c ondition;  

§ to identify the fauna spec ies whic h are present or likely to oc c ur in the study area, 
and their c onservation signific anc e;  

§ to assess the impac ts of the proposal on vegetation, fauna, hab itats, and other 
environmental features as nec essary; and  

§ to make rec ommendations regarding any environmental management and impac t 
mitigation/ amelioration measures, whic h c an b e implemented to limit the effec ts of 
the proposal on vegetation, fauna, hab itats, and other environmental features as 
nec essary.  

 

T he flora and fauna assessment report, provided in full in A ppendix C, provides the findings 

of a review of the relevant literature, datab ase searc hes, as well as field survey and 

c onsultation with relevant agenc ies. It also addresses relevant statutory c onsiderations 

assoc iated with the proposal.  

 

Fie ld  a s s e s s m e n t a n d  s u rv e y  

 

T he field assessment and survey identified forty-four (44) plant spec ies, c omprising of 

thirty-five (35) native spec ies and nine (9) introduc ed spec ies.  O ne (1) threatened flora 

spec ies, the A nemone B utterc up was detec ted at several loc ations within the study area 

and immediate surrounds.  Safeguards have b een inc orporated into the proposal to ensure 

that the A nemone B utterc up individuals within the study area are protec ted during the 

implementation of the proposal. 

 

N o other threatened flora spec ies were detec ted within the study area or immediate 

surrounds.   

 

T argeted fauna surveys during the survey period resulted in eleven (11) native and one (1) 

exotic  fauna spec ies b eing detec ted within or immediately surrounding the study area 

inc luding two (2) mammals, seven (7) b irds, two (2) reptiles and one (1) amphib ian. 

 

E videnc e of the threatened B road-toothed Rat was rec orded in and adjac ent to the study 

area although no nests were loc ated. 

 



Widening and Re-alignment of Slopestyle Course, Front Valley, Perisher ¨ Statement of E nvironmental E ffec ts I Dec emb er 

20 12 

Dab yne Planning Pty L td    12 

 

Impac ts on native fauna spec ies inc luding the B road-toothed Rat are c onsidered relatively 

minor and ac c eptab le given that similar hab itats are widespread and the impac ts 

assoc iated with the proposal are limited to a very small amount of native vegetation b eing 

removed.  

 

T he study area and immediate surrounds do not support any c ritic al fauna hab itats, nor 

any other important resourc es for any threatened fauna spec ies, that are not availab le 

extensively immediately b eyond the study area and in the loc ality generally 

 

With regard to vegetation c ommunities, three (3) vegetation c ommunities were identified 

within the study area and immediate surrounds inc luding T all A lpine H eath with E uc alypts, 

U pland B og and E xotic  G rassland.   

 

A s the proposal has b een designed to avoid the U pland B og vegetation c ommunity, the 

proposal will have no adverse impac ts on this c ommunity. 

 

With regard to the T all A lpine H eath vegetation c ommunity, the proposal will result in the 

disturb anc e of approximately 60 m2, whic h represents 0 .0 0 1%  of the c ommunity within the 

Perisher Range Resorts and will also inc lude the removal of forty-one (41) Snow G ums.   

 

T hese impac ts are further mitigated b y undertak ing environmental offsets as outlined 

b elow in Sec tion 4.2 of this SE E .   

 

Co n c lu s io n  

 

A n assessment of signific anc e under Sec tion 5A  of the N SW E nvironmental Planning and 

A ssessment A c t, 1979 as req uired b y the N SW T hreatened Spec ies Conservation A c t, 

1995 and Fisheries M anagement A c t, 1994, in ac c ordanc e with relevant assessment 

guidelines, was undertaken on those spec ies and threatened c ommunities known within the 

study area and immediate surrounds or with potential to oc c ur there. T he outc ome of this 

assessment was that it is unlikely that the development would signific antly impac t on those 

threatened spec ies assessed. A  Spec ies Impac t Statement is therefore not req uired for 

the proposal. 

 

Furthermore, an assessment of signific anc e under the Commonwealth E nvironment 

Protec tion and B iodiversity Conservation A c t 1999 was undertaken on those spec ies and 

threatened c ommunities known within the study area and immediate surrounds or with 

potential to oc c ur there.  T he outc ome of this assessment was that it is unlikely that the 

development would signific antly impac t on those threatened spec ies or ec ologic al 

c ommunities assessed, and a referral to the Commonwealth E nvironment M inister is not 

nec essary. 

 

4.2 En viro n m e n ta l Offs e ts  
 

T o offset the environmental impac ts assoc iated with the proposed tree, roc k  and 
assoc iated  heath removal, it is proposed to plant eight-two (82) loc ally propagated Snow 
G ums within an area measuring 30 0 m2 whic h will b e planted in c omb ination with sub -alpine 
heath.  T his will provide an offset ratio of 2:1 for the trees and approximately 5:1 for the 
sub -alpine heath, whic h will also improve hab itat c onnec tivity.  
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T he loc ation for these offsets has b een selec ted b etween two existing native vegetation 
islands on the southern side of Sturt T -b ar, as illustrated in Figure 9 b elow.   

 

 
Fig u re  9 : L o c a tio n  fo r  p ro p o s e d  e n v iro n m e n ta l o ffs e ts  (s h o w n  in  p u rp le ) b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  tre e  is la n d s  o n  

th e  s o u th e rn  s id e  (s k ie r ’s  r ig h t) o f Stu rt T-b a r 

 
T his loc ation was selec ted as it is highly disturb ed, and is not a traffic ab le sk i run.  
Furthermore the planting of heath and trees in this loc ation will provide improved snow 
ac c umulation for the T -b ar trac k  and will provide c onnec tivity b etween two existing islands. 
 

4.3 A b o rig in a l Cu ltu ra l H e rita g e  

T he identific ation and mapping of known and potential area of A b original c ultural heritage 
values was undertaken b y N avin O ffic er H eritage Consultants as part of the Perisher Range 
Resorts E nvironmental Study, undertaken in 20 0 0  b y Connell Wagner. 
 
T he study inc luded a predic tive model that mapped the zones of A rc heologic al Sensitivity as 
provided b elow in Figure 10 .  
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Fig u re  10 : Z o n e s  o f A rc h e o lo g ic a l Se n s itiv ity   

(s o u rc e : P e ris h e r  R a n g e  R e s o rts  En v iro n m e n ta l Stu d y , Co n n e ll W a g n e r, 20 0 0 )  
 

T he proposed development is not loc ated within a zone of high or low to moderate areas of 
arc heologic al sensitivity or an area c ontaining potential for deep sub surfac e arc heologic al 
deposits. 
 
A n  e xtra c t o f th e  ‘O th e r E n viro n m e n ta l F a c to rs  M a p ’ fo r th e  P e ris h e r V a lle y P re c in c t a s  
identified in the Perisher Sk i Slope M aster Plan (PSSM P) is provided b elow in Figure 11 
(whic h provides a b etter sc ale and resolution).  T his map is b ased on the predic tive model 
undertaken b y N avin O ffic er for Connell Wagner and c onfirms that the proposed tree, 
heath and roc k  removal works and reloc ation of a hut, snowmaking infrastruc ture, and 
lights are not loc ated within these predic ted sensitivity areas.   

 



Widening and Re-alignment of Slopestyle Course, Front Valley, Perisher ¨ Statement of E nvironmental E ffec ts I Dec emb er 

20 12 

Dab yne Planning Pty L td    15 

 

Fig u re  11: Oth e r e n v iro n m e n ta l fa c to r s  m a p s  fo r  th e  P e ris h e r  Va lle y  P r e c in c t  
(s o u rc e : P SSM P ) 

 
Further A rc heologic al A ssessment is therefore not warranted.  In the unlikely event that 
A b original items are unc overed during exc avation, all work  shall c ease at that loc ation and 
the N SW O ffic e of E nvironment and H eritage (O E H ) shall b e notified.    
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5. ENVIR ONM ENTA L  A ND  P L A NNING L EGISL A TION 
 
5.1 ENVIR ONM ENTA L  P L A NNING A ND  A SSESSM ENT A CT, 19 79  
 
5.1.1 SECTION 79 C(1)(a )(i) – ENVIR ONM ENTA L  P L A NNING INSTR U M ENTS 
 
T he only applic ab le E nvironmental Planning Instrument to the proposed development and site 
is State E nvironmental Planning Polic y (K osc iuszko N ational Park  – A lpine Resorts) 20 0 7 
(SE PP A lpine Resorts).  T he relevant c lauses c ontained within SE PP A lpine Resorts are 
addressed b elow:   
 
Cla u s e  11 - L a n d  U s e  Ta b le : 
 

T he land use tab le for the Perisher Range A lpine Resort spec ifies that ‘S ki s lo p e s ’ are 

permitted with c onsent.  T he proposed development is predominantly for the widening and re-

alignment of a Slopesytle c ourse whic h forms part o f a  ‘S ki s lo p e ’ a n d also inc ludes reloc ating a 

hut, snowmaking infrastruc ture and lighting and erec ting an entranc e feature, whic h are all 

permissib le with c onsent.  
 
Cla u s e 14 - M a tte rs  fo r  c o n s id e ra tio n : 

M a tte r  fo r  Co n s id e ra tio n      R e s p o n s e  
Cl.14 (1) In determining a development applic ation that relates to land to whic h this Polic y applies, 
the c onsent authority must take into c onsideration any of the following matters that are of relevanc e 
to the proposed development: 

(a) the aim and ob jec tives of this Polic y, as set 
out in c lause 2, 

T he proposed development is c onsidered to b e 
c onsistent with the aims and ob jec tives of the 
Polic y. 

(b )  the extent to whic h the development will 
ac hieve an appropriate b alanc e b etween the 
c onservation of the natural environment and any 
measures to mitigate environmental hazards 
(inc luding geotec hnic al hazards, b ush fires and 
flooding), 

T he proposed development does not req uire any 
measures to mitigate environmental hazards (eg 
geotec hnic al, b ush fires or flooding) that would 
impac t on the c onservation of the natural 
environment.   

c )  having regard to the nature and sc ale of the 
development proposed, the impac ts of the 
development (inc luding the c umulative impac ts 
of development) on the following:  

(i)  the c apac ity of existing transport to c ater 
for peak  days and the suitab ility of ac c ess to 
the alpine resorts to ac c ommodate the 
development, 

(ii)  the c apac ity of the retic ulated effluent 
management system of the land to whic h 
this Polic y applies to c ater for peak  loads 
generated b y the development, 

(iii)  the c apac ity of existing waste disposal 
fac ilities or transfer fac ilities to c ater for 
peak  loads generated b y the development, 

(iv)  the c apac ity of any existing water supply 
to c ater for peak  loads generated b y the 
development, 

T he proposed development will not generate any 
additional demand on the c apac ity of the existing 
transport, retic ulated effluent management 
system, existing waste disposal fac ility or existing 
water supply system at the resort.  
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(d)  any statement of environmental effec ts 
req uired to ac c ompany the development 
applic ation for the development, 

T his Statement of E nvironmental E ffec ts satisfies 
this sub -c lause. 

(e)  if the c onsent authority is of the opinion that 
the development would signific antly alter the 
c harac ter of the alpine resort—an analysis of the 
existing c harac ter of the site and immediate 
surroundings to assist in understanding how the 
development will relate to the alpine resort, 

T he proposed development will not signific antly 
alter the c harac ter of the alpine resort.   
 

(f)  the G eotec hnic al Polic y—K osc iuszko A lpine 
Resorts (20 0 3, Department of Infrastruc ture, 
Planning and N atural Resourc es) and any 
measures proposed to address any geotec hnic al 
issues arising in relation to the development 

T he proposed works a re  lo c a te d  w ith in  th e  ‘G ’ 
line.   
 
T ree and roc k  removal works do not req uire a 
G eotec hnic al assessment, however the footings 
for the light towers, hut and entranc e feature do 
req uire footings and therefore a Form 4 
Certific ate has b een prepared b y J K  G eotec hnic s 
and will b e provided separately with the DA . 

(g)  if earthworks or exc avation works are 
proposed—any sedimentation and erosion 
c ontrol measures proposed to mitigate any 
adverse impac ts assoc iated with those works, 

Sedimentation and erosion c ontrols are outlined 
in the SE M P provided in A ppendix D and these 
will mitigate any adverse impac ts assoc iated 
with suc h works.   

(h)  if stormwater drainage works are 
proposed—any measures proposed to mitigate 
any adverse impac ts assoc iated with those 
works, 

N ot applic ab le - N o stormwater drainage works 
are proposed or req uired.  

(i)  any visual impac t of the proposed 
development, partic ularly when viewed from the 
M ain Range, 

T he only visib le c omponents of the proposal will 
b e the reloc ated snowmak ing infrastruc ture, 
light poles, hut and new entranc e feature. 
 
T hese features are c ommon throughout the 
resort and part of the c harac ter of sk i slopes. 
 
T he tree and roc k  removal works are loc ated 
adjac ent to heavily disturb ed sk i runs.   O ffsets 
inc lude planting additional trees and heath, so 
any potential visual impac ts will b e mitigated.  
 
T he proposed c omponents will not b e visib le 
from the main range due to their loc ation within 
Front Valley.  

(j)  the extent to whic h the development may b e 
c onnec ted with a signific ant inc rease in ac tivities, 
outside of the sk i season, in the alpine resort in 
whic h the development is proposed to b e c arried 
out, 

T he proposed development will not inc rease 
ac tivities outside of the sk i season.  
 

(k) if the development involves the installation of 
sk i lifting fac ilities and a development c ontrol 
plan does not apply to the alpine resort:  

(i) the c apac ity of existing infrastruc ture 
fac ilities, and 

(ii) any adverse impac t of the development 
on ac c ess to, from or in the alpine resort, 

T he development does not involve the installation 
of a sk i lift.  
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(l)  if the development is proposed to b e c arried 
out in Perisher Range A lpine Resort:  

(i) the doc ument entitled Perisher Range 
Resorts M aster Plan, as c urrent at the 
c ommenc ement of this Polic y, that is 
deposited in the head offic e of the 
Department, and 

(ii) the doc ument entitled Perisher B lue Sk i 
Resort Sk i Slope M aster Plan, as c urrent at 
the c ommenc ement of this Polic y, that is 
deposited in the head offic e of the 
Department, 

T he c urrent Slopestyle c ourse was not 
c ontemplated in the Perisher Sk i Slope M aster 
Plan, however terrain parks and freestyle 
fac ilities are, and the proposed widening and re-
alignment of the Slopestyle c ourse is c onsidered 
c onsistent with the Perisher Sk i Slope M aster 
Plan.  
 
 

(m) if the development is proposed to b e c arried 
out on land in a riparian c orridor:  

(i)  the long term management goals for 
riparian land, and 

(ii)  whether measures should b e adopted in 
the c arrying out of the development to assist 
in meeting those goals. 

T he development is loc ated outside of the 
riparian c orridor as illustrated in Figure 12 
b elow.   
 
 

(2) T he long term management goals for riparian land are as follows: 

(a)  to maximise the protec tion of terrestrial and 
aq uatic  hab itats of native flora and native fauna 
and ensure the provision of linkages, where 
possib le, b etween suc h hab itats on that land. 

N ot applic ab le. 

(b )  to ensure that the integrity of areas of 
c onservation value and terrestrial and aq uatic  
hab itats of native flora and native fauna is 
maintained, 

(c )  to minimise soil erosion and enhanc e the 
stab ility of the b anks of waterc ourses where the 
b anks have b een degraded, the waterc ourses 
have b een c hannelised, pipes have b een laid and 
the like has oc c urred. 

(3)  A  referenc e in this c lause to land in a riparian c orridor is a referenc e to land identified as b eing 
in suc h a c orridor on a map referred to in c lause 5. 
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Fig u re  12: Th e  p ro p o s e d  d e v e lo p m e n t is  lo c a te d  to  th e  n o rth  o f th e  P e ris h e r  Ex p re s s  Q u a d  Ch a irlift, o u ts id e  
o f th e  rip a ria n  c o rr id o r  id e n tifie d  fo r  P e r is h e r  Cre e k   

5.1.2 SECTION 79 C(1)(a )(ii) – D R A FT ENVIR ONM ENTA L  P L A NNING  
INSTR U M ENTS 
 
T here are no draft E nvironmental Planning Instruments that are applic ab le to the site or 
proposed development. 
 
5.1.3  SECTION 79 C(1)(a )(iii) – D EVEL OP M ENT CONTR OL  P L A NS 
 
T here are no Development Control Plans applic ab le to the K osc iuszko A lpine Resorts under 
State E nvironmental Planning Polic y (K osc iuszko N ational Park  – A lpine Resorts) 20 0 7. 
 
5.1.4  SECTION 79 C(1)(a )(iiia ) – P L A NNING A GR EEM ENTS 
 
T here are no Planning A greements applic ab le to the K osc iuszko A lpine Resorts under State 
E nvironmental Planning Polic y (K osc iuszko N ational Park  – A lpine Resorts) 20 0 7. 
 
5.1.5  SECTION 79 C(1)(a )(iv ) – R EGU L A TIONS 
 
T he development applic ation has b een made in ac c ordanc e with the req uirements c ontained in 
Clause 50 (1A ) of the E nvironmental Planning and A ssessment Regulation 20 0 0 . 
 
5.1.6      SECTION 79 C(1)(b ) – L IK EL Y  IM P A CTS  
 
Na tu ra l a n d  B u ilt En v iro n m e n t: 
 
Impac ts on the natural environment have b een c onsidered as part of a c omprehensive fauna 
and flora assessment undertaken and provided in A ppendix C. 
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T his assessment determined that given the extent and loc ation of the proposed works, the 
proposal is not expec ted to have any affec ts on the native vegetation c ommunities and 
assoc iated hab itats whic h oc c ur b eyond the sub jec t works area.   
 
A long with the environmental offsets proposed and the mitigation measures outlined in the 
SE M P, the likely impac ts on the natural environment have b een mitigated.  
 
T he impac ts on the b uilt environment are expec ted to b e negligib le, as all of the infrastruc ture 
is b eing reloc ated, exc ept for the new entranc e feature.   
 
So c ia l a n d  Ec o n o m ic  im p a c ts  in  th e  lo c a lity: 
 
T he soc ial and ec onomic  impac ts from the proposed development will b e b enefic ial b y 
providing a wider and safer Slopestyle c ourse and providing a wider and safer sk i run on the 
southern edge of Front Valley.  
 
5.1.7  SECTION 79 C(1)(c ) – SU ITA B IL ITY  OF TH E SITE 
 
T he sub jec t site is c onsidered suitab le to ac c ommodate the proposed development as the site 
is already used for snow sport ac tivities. 
 
5.1.8  SECTION 79 C(1)(d ) –SU B M ISSIONS 
 
N ot applic ab le.   
 
5.19       SECTION 79 C(1)(e ) – TH E P U B L IC INTER EST 
 
T he ab ove assessment has demonstrated that the proposal satisfies the ob jec tives and 
relevant c lauses presc rib ed under State E nvironmental Planning Polic y (K osc iuszko N ational 
Park  – A lpine Resorts) 20 0 7 and is therefore c onsidered to b e within the pub lic  interest. 
 

5.2 NA TIONA L  P A R K S A ND  W IL D L IFE A CT, 19 74 
 
T he N ational Parks and Wildlife A c t, 1974 (N PW A c t, 1974) governs the estab lishment, 
preservation and management of national parks, historic  sites and c ertain other areas. T he 
N PW A c t also provides the b asis for the legal protec tion and management of threatened 
native flora and fauna and A b original sites within N SW. 
 
A s detailed in Sec tion 4 of the report, the proposed development will generate minimal 
impac ts on native fauna and flora and A b original sites and artifac ts, whic h will ensure the 
development is c onsistent with the provisions of the N PW A c t, 1974.  
 

5.3 TH R EA TENED  SP ECIES CONSER VA TION A CT, 19 9 5 
 
T he T hreatened Spec ies Conservation A c t, 1995 (T SC A c t, 1995) req uires the c onsideration 
of potential impac ts on threatened spec ies, populations and or ec ologic al c ommunities.  T he 
A c t req uires that a Spec ies Impac t Statement b e prepared for a development proposal that is 
likely to signific antly affec t threatened spec ies, populations or ec ologic al c ommunities or their 
hab itats.   
 
T he fac tors to b e taken into ac c ount in dec iding whether there is a signific ant effec t are set 
out in Sec tion 5A  of the E P& A  A c t, 1979 and are b ased on a 7 part test of signific anc e.    
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A n assessment of the impac ts of the proposed development on threatened spec ies, 
populations and or ec ologic al c ommunities and their hab itats has b een undertaken and 
provided in A ppendix C.  
 

5.4 ENVIR ONM ENT P R OTECTION A ND  B IOD IVER SITY  A CT, 19 9 9  
(COM M ONW EA L TH ) 
 
T he E nvironment Protec tion and B iodiversity Conservation A c t 1999 (E PB C A c t, 1999) 
provides for the protec tion of the environment, espec ially matters of national environmental 
signific anc e (N E S). U nder the E PB C A c t, a person must not take an ac tion that has, will have, 
or is likely to have a signific ant impac t on any of the matters of N E S without approval from the 
A u s tra lia n  G o ve rn m e n t E n viro n m e n t M in is te r o r th e  M in is te r’s  d e le g a te . 

A  referral must b e made for ac tions that are likely to have a signific ant impac t on the following 
matters protec ted b y Part 3 of the E PB C A c t: 

· World H eritage properties (sec tions 12 and 15A ) 

· N ational H eritage plac es (sec tions 15B  and 15C)  

· Wetlands of international importanc e (sec tions 16 and 17B ) 

· L isted threatened spec ies and c ommunities (sec tions 18 and 18A ) 

· L isted migratory spec ies (sec tions 20  and 20 A ) 

· Protec tion of the environment from nuc lear ac tions (sec tions 21 and 22A ) 

· Commonwealth marine environment (sec tions 23 and 24A ) 

· G reat B arrier Reef M arine Park  (sec tions 24B  and 24C) 

· T he environment, if the ac tion involves Commonwealth land (sec tions 26 and 27A ), 
inc luding: 

- ac tions that are likely to have a signific ant impac t on the environment of 
Commonwealth land (even if taken outside Commonwealth land); 

- ac tions taken on Commonwealth land that may have a signific ant impac t on the 
environment generally; 

· T he environment, if the ac tion is taken b y the Commonwealth (sec tion 28) 

· Commonwealth H eritage plac es outside the A ustralian jurisdic tion (sec tions 27B  and 
27C) 

 
A  searc h of the matters of national environmental signific anc e datab ase for Perisher Valley 
was undertaken and identified that two of the ab ove maters are relevant to the proposed 
development as addressed b elow. 
 
5.4.1 Na tio n a l H e rita g e  L is tin g  
 

U n d e r th e  E P B C  A c t, 1 9 9 9 , th e  ‘A u s tra lia n  A lp s  N a tio n a l P a rks  a n d  R e s e rve s  – K osc iuszko 
N a tio n a l P a rk ’ w as inc luded on the N ational H eritage L ist on the 7 N ovemb er 20 0 8.  T he A lps 
were listed for their outstanding natural and c ultural heritage signific anc e to the nation.  

 
U nder the E PB C A c t, a referral must b e made for ac tions that are likely to have a signific ant 
impac t on a N ational H eritage Plac e, suc h as the A ustralian A lps. 
 
T o determine whether an ac tion is likely to have a signific ant impac t, the signific ant impac t 
c rite ria  p ro vid e d  in  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  D e p a rtm e n t o f E n viro n m e n t a n d  H e rita g e  ‘E PB C A c t 
Polic y Statement 1.1: Signific ant Impac t G uidelines for M atters of N ational E nvironmental 
S ig n ific a n c e , M a y 2 0 0 6 ’ a p p lie s .   
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T he G uidelines state that an ac tion is likely to have a signific ant impac t on the N ational 
H eritage values of a N ational H eritage plac e if there is a real c hanc e or possib ility that it will 
c ause: 

- one or more of the N ational H eritage values to b e lost; 

- one or more of the N ational H eritage values to b e degraded or damaged; or 

- one or more of the N ational H eritage values to b e notab ly altered, modified, ob sc ured 
or diminished. 

 
A n assessment of impac t against the N ational H eritage L ist Criteria and the N ational H eritage 
values of the A ustralian A lps has b een undertaken and provided in the following tab le b elow: 
 

Na tio n a l H e rita g e  A s s e s s m e n t Ta b le  

Crite rio n  Im p a c t o n  Va lu e s  
(a) the plac e has outstanding heritage value to 
th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  im p o rta n c e  in  
th e  c o u rs e , o r p a tte rn , o f A u s tra lia ’s  n a tu ra l o r 
c ultural history 
 

T he A ustralian A lps N ational Parks is listed 
under this c riterion for its glac ial and periglac ial 
features; fossils; karst areas; b iologic al heritage; 
moth feasting; transhumant grazing; sc ientific  
researc h; water harvesting; and rec reation. 
 
T he proposed development within the Perisher 
Sk i Resort would not c onflic t with any of the 
ab ove values of the A A N P.  

(b ) the plac e has outstanding heritage value to 
th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  p o s s e s s io n  o f 
unc ommon, rare or endangered aspec ts of 
A u s tra lia ’s  n a tu ra l o r c u ltu ra l h is to ry 
 

T he A ustralian A lps is listed under this c riterion 
for its landsc ape and topography; glac ial and 
periglac ial features; fossils; alpine and sub -alpine 
systems; and euc alypt flora c ommunities. 
 
T he proposed development would generate 
minimal impac ts on the overall landsc ape of the  
A ustralian A lps and would not c onflic t with any of 
the ab ove heritage values. 

(c ) the plac e has outstanding heritage value to 
th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  p o te n tia l to  
yield information that will c ontrib ute to an 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f A u s tra lia ’s  n a tu ra l o r  c ultural 
history 
 

N ot A pplic ab le. 
 

(d) the plac e has outstanding heritage value to 
th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  im p o rta n c e  in  
demonstrating the princ ipal c harac teristic s of: (i) 
a  c la s s  o f A u s tra lia ’s  n a tu ra l o r c u ltu ra l p la c e s , 
or (ii) a c lass of A u s tra lia ’s  n a tu ra l o r c u ltu ra l 
environments 

T he A ustralian A lps are listed for the N orth-E ast 
K osc iuszko L andsc ape values. 
 
T he sub jec t site is loc ated within the Perisher 
Range Resorts and are not loc ated within the 
N orth-E astern area of K osc iuszko N ational Park . 

(e) the plac e has outstanding heritage value to 
th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  im p o rta n c e  in  
exhib iting partic ular aesthetic  c harac teristic s 
valued b y a c ommunity or c ultural group 

T he A ustralian A lps are listed under this 
c riterion for their powerful, spec tac ular and 
distinc tive landsc ape that is highly valued b y the 
c ommunity. 
 
T hese aesthetic  c harac teristic s inc lude the K N P 
main range for its mountain vistas, panoramas, 
snow c overed c rests, slopes and valleys, alpine 
streams and rivers and lakes.  
 
T he proposed development would not impac t on 
any of these heritage values. 
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(f) the plac e has outstanding heritage value 
to  th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  
importanc e in demonstrating a high degree 
of c reative or tec hnic al ac hievement at a 
partic ular period 

N ot A pplic ab le.  
 

g) the plac e has outstanding heritage value 
to  th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  s tro n g  
or spec ial assoc iation with a partic ular 
c ommunity or c ultural group for soc ial, 
c ultural or spiritual reasons 

T he A ustralian A lps have a spec ial assoc iation 
with the A ustralian c ommunity b ec ause of their 
uniq ue landsc apes, the possib ility of experienc ing 
remoteness and as the only opportunity for 
b road-sc ale snow rec reation in A ustralia. T he 
A A N P is widely rec ognised b y A ustralians as the 
'high c ountry' and many c ommunity groups have 
a spec ial assoc iation with the A A N P for soc ial 
and c ultural reasons. 
 
T he proposed development would not impac t on 
the ab ove values. 

(h) the plac e has outstanding heritage value 
to the nation b ec ause of the pla c e ’s  s p e c ia l 
assoc iation with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importanc e 
in  A u s tra lia ’s  n a tu ra l o r c u ltu ra l h is to ry 

T he plac e is listed under this c riterion for its 
assoc iation with the life or works of prominent 
people suc h as B aron Ferdinand Von M ueller, 
E u g e n  V o n  G u e ra rd , w rite rs  ‘B a n jo ’ P a tte rs o n , 
E lyne M itc hell and David Campb ell. 
 
T he proposed development would not have any 
impac t on the life or works of people with 
importanc e to the A A N P. 

(i) the plac e has outstanding heritage value 
to  th e  n a tio n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p la c e ’s  
importanc e as part of Indigenous tradition. 

N ot A pplic ab le. 
 

 
T he ab ove assessment has c onc luded that the proposed development will not have a 
signific ant impac t on the values of the A ustralian A lps N ational Park  and therefore referral and 
approval under the E PB C, A c t 1999 is not req uired.  
 

5.4.2 L is te d  th re a te n e d  s p e c ie s  a n d  c o m m u n itie s  

A n assessment of the impac t of the proposed development on the relevant Commonwealth 
L isted threatened spec ies and c ommunities has b een undertaken and provided in the Fauna 
and Flora assessment in A ppendix C. 
 
T he assessment has c onc luded that the proposed development is unlikely to have a signific ant 
impac t on matters of N ational E nvironmental Signific anc e or Commonwealth land, following 
c onsideration of the administrative guidelines for determining signific anc e under the 
Commonwealth E nvironment Protec tion and B iodiversity Conservation A c t 1999 and, henc e a 
referral to the Commonwealth M inister is not nec essary.    
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6. CONCL U SION 
 
T he proposed widening and re-alignment of the Slopestyle c ourse is proposed to c reate an 
improved freestyle terrain fac ility that provides additional features and also removes ob stac les 
c reating a safer environment and improved grooming operations.  T he re-alignment of the 
c ourse to the south, will also allow for the sk i run on the southern side of the Village E ight 
Chairlift T owers (sk ier’s right) to b e wider, whic h will allow for limited sk i rac ing events, 
inc luding Intersc hools to b e undertaken on Front Valley. 
 
T he proposal will req uire the removal of trees, roc ks and some limited heath, however these 
are all loc ated in islands, adjac ent to heavily disturb ed sk i runs.  T o offset the impac ts 
assoc iated with these works, the proposal inc ludes planting trees at a ratio of 2:1 and heath at 
a ratio of 5:1 ac ross a 30 0 m2 area on the southern edge of the Sturt T -b ar b etween two tree 
islands, to c reate improved hab itat c onnec tivity.    
 
A ny assoc iated impac ts with the proposed works will b e further minimised through the 
applic ation of the measures identified in the Site E nvironmental M anagement Plan.   

T o ensure that all the environmental and assoc iated legislation is c omplied with and fulfilled, 

the proposed development has b een c onsidered in regard to Sec tion 79C of the E nvironmental 

Planning and A ssessment A c t, 1979, T hreatened Spec ies Conservation A c t, 1995, Fisheries 

M anagement A c t, 1994, N ational Parks and Wildlife A c t, 1974, E nvironment Protec tion and 

B iodiversity Conservation A c t, 1999 and State E nvironmental Planning Polic y (K osc iuszko 

N ational Park  – A lpine Resorts) 20 0 7. 

 

T he proposal has b een found to b e c onsistent with the ab ove legislation and relevant 

E nvironmental Planning Instrument, as detailed in this SE E . 

 

O n b alanc e, the proposed development will generate positive soc ial and ec onomic  impac ts b y 

providing improved freestyle fac ilities and a widened sk i run for the resort whilst minimising 

impac ts on the natural environment inc luding flora and fauna. 


